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TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLERS 

Addresses  and  Phone  Numbers  —  Officers/Directors/Committees 


TITLE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

President 

Jeanne  Milligan 

486  Union  Street 

989-0494 

Vice  President 

George  Rockrise 

468  Vallejo  Street 

982-5197 

Recording  Secretary 

Jo  Mancuso 

455  Chestnut  Street 

397-3966 

Corresp.  Secretary 

Gloria  Woo 

40  Telegraph  Place 

982-3790 

Treasurer 

Peter  Overmire 

293  Union  Street 

989-3945 

Financial  Secretary 

Rhoda  Robinson 

276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Historian 

Larry  Habegger 

10  Napier  Lane 

982-6620 

Semaphore  Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

218  Union 

392-4081 

Directors,  1986-1988: 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith 

422  Post  Street 

986-8337 

Robert  Morrill 

576  Greenwich  Street 

982-4850 

Judith  Robinson 

562-B  Lombard  Street 

982-8533 

Virginia  Slett eland 

448  Greenwich  Street 

781-4352 

Directors,  1986-1987: 

Herb  Kosovitz 

340  Chestnut  Street 

398-0757 

Paul  Gottlober 

365  Green  Street 

956-7848 

Jerry  Petruzzelli 

288  Union  Street 

397-6043 

Andrew  Rabeneck 

1308  Montgomery  St. 

433-0678 

(Ex  Officio) 

Jane  Winslow 

396  Lombard  Street 

H  421-1466 
W  433-3700 

Special  Committees: 

Planning  &  Zoning 
Landmarks 

Jane  Winslow 
(Tb  be  determined) 

396  Lombard  Street 

421-1466 

Waterfront 

Bob  Katz 

2  Whiting  Street 

986-1890 

Parks  and  Trees 

Carolyn  Walker 

1131  Montgomery  St. 

989-3717 

Crime  Prevention 

June  Fraps 

1941  Stockton  Street 

392-1187 

Refuse 

Gloria  Woo 

40  Telegraph  Place 

982-3790 

Parking 

Nancy  Katz 

2  Whiting  Street 

986-1890 

Movies 

Margaret  Gwathmey 

273  Green  Street 

982-4221 

Neighborhood  Liaison 

Sue  Cauthen 

1321-B  Montgomery  St. 

391-0737 

Social 

Clean  Water 

Susan  Walsh 
(To  be  determined) 

27  Medau  Place 

956-0441 

Housing 

Alex  Petrich 

1138-A  Montgomery  St. 

398-7858 

Semaphore 

Cheryl  Bentley 

218  Union  Street 

392-4081 
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COULD  THERE  BE  A  FINE  NEW  PUBLIC  FISH  MARKET  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  AS  PART  OF 
CURRENT  PIER  45/HYDE  STREET  PIER  RE-BUILDING  PLANS? 


FUTURE  OF  PIER  45 

Early  next  year,  proposals  from  developers  will  be  judged  by  the  Port  of  San  Francisco  for  building 
a  hotel  on  Pier  45,  on  the  Bay  at  the  foot  of  Thylor  Street.  The  site  was  once  under  the  Bay, 
beyond  the  sands  of  North  Beach.  In  the  1860’s,  expansion  of  the  waterfront  erased  North  Beach, 
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Serving  lunch ,  dinner  and  our 
special  antipasti  every  day! 

434-2900 

673  UNION  ST.  at  POWELL 


Angel's  Flowers 


Fresh  Flowers  Direct  From  Nursery 
Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
Weddings,  Corsages 
Fresh  &  Dry  Arrangements 
Plants  and  Cards 

1554  Stockton  •  397-5356  •  9  to  6:30  Mon. -Sat. 


982-7639 
523  Broadway 


Lunch  &  Dinner 

1 1 :00  a.m. 
to 

10:00  p.m. 
Open  Sundays 


and  people  today  still  ask  where  it  is.  The  City 
and  the  Port’s  efforts  now  underway  to 
develop  Pier  45  hold  the  answer  to  whether 
future  San  Franciscans  will  ask  a  similar  ques¬ 
tion:  Where  are  the  fishermen  of  Fisherman’s 
Wharf? 

Prospects  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  our 
fish  handlers  and  fishermen  are  brighter  to¬ 
day  because  substantial  maritime  im¬ 
provements  to  Fish  Alley  and  Hyde  Street  Pier 
must  coincide  with  the  building  of  Pier  45 ’s 
new  hotel. 

About  4V6  acres  of  filled  earth  form  the  core 
of  Pier  45’s  11  acres  (see  map).  Pier  45  is 
viewed  by  the  Port  and  by  many  San  Fran¬ 
ciscans  as  a  sleeping  resource  at  the  center  of 
California’s  second  largest  tourist  attraction. 
They  argue  that  the  Pier  is  waiting  for  greater 
public  enjoyment,  and  for  significant  new 
revenues  to  both  City  and  Port  from  new 
tenants.  Though  the  site  is  adjacent  the  fishing 
boat  lagoon  and  has  water  level  views  of  the 
Golden  Gate,  others  argue  that  its  finest  use 
would  be  maritime  activities  and  public  access 
to  the  Bay  without  another  hotel  in  a  district 
already  filled  with  tourist  accomodations. 

Today  five  hotel  developers  are  preparing 
competition  designs  to  win  the  right  to  put  ap¬ 
proximately  350  to  550  hotel  rooms  on  Pier  45 . 
A  small  amount  of  parking,  a  community  hall, 
and  a  public  plaza  near  the  Pier’s  entrance  will 
be  required  along  with  a  stiff  initial  payment 
to  help  the  fishing  industry. 

Of  interest  to  many  local  groups  is  how  funds 
contributed  from  Pier  45’s  new  hotel  will  be 
spent  on  rebuilding  and  extending  Hyde  Street 
Pier.  The  Port  has  funded  a  special  team  of  ar¬ 
chitectural,  engineering  and  financial  con¬ 
sultants  to  consider  these  improvements 
which  range  from  fish  handling  and  loading 
facilities,  to  a  fuel  dock,  ice  house,  net  loft, 
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Drawing  by  Rod  Freebairn-Smith 


lockers  and  restrooms,  cold  storage,  improved 
truck  and  public  access,  and  additional  ber¬ 
thing  for  commercial  fishing  vessels.  A  multi¬ 
million  dollar  new  breakwater  is  now  nearly 
completed  by  the  Army’s  Corps  of  Engineers. 
A  Citizen’s  Advisory  Committee,  co-chaired  by 


the  Cannery’s  Chris  Martin  and  Russian  Hill’s 
Dian  Blomquist,  monitors  the  whole  process. 

In  this  development  program,  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  exists  for  a  fine  public  fish  market,  perhaps 
in  an  airy  Bayside  shed,  something  com¬ 
parable  in  spirit  to  Seattle’s  Pike  Street 
Market,  or  other  famous  European  and  Asian 
fish  markets.  At  this  point  in  the  effort,  a 
critical  responsibility  lies  with  the  Port  Com¬ 
mission  to  ensure  that  adequate  funds  and  a 
competent  development  sponsor  are  found  for 
Fish  Alley  and  Hyde  Street  Pier,  since  Pier  45 ’s 
hotel  must  not  go  forward  without  the  im¬ 
provements  on  its  sister  piers. 

For  the  current  Fisherman’s  Wharf  Advisory 
Committee,  THD  has  been  joined  by  the  North 
Beach  Neighbors.  If  Pier  45,  Fish  Alley,  and 
Hyde  Street  Pier  are  of  special  interest  to  you, 
please  put  your  ideas  forward  to  Bob  Katz,  or 
to  Rod  Freebairn-Smith.  We’d  appreciate  your 
taking  a  moment  with  the  informal  survey 
below.  Your  responses  will  give  us  a  fresh  in¬ 
dication  of  current  neighborhood  preferences 
for  the  disposition  of  the  piers: 


D  Continue  today’s  restaurants, 
warehousing,  and  fish  processing  in  old 
pier  buildings,  as  they  are  (status  quo). 
D  Rebuild  Pier  45  with  a  fine  new  (low- 
rise)  hotel;  add  related  retail,  public  ac¬ 
cess  to  Bay’s  edge,  and  provide  more  ef¬ 
ficient  fish  handling  facilities  on  nearby 
piers  (the  current  port  program). 

D  Rebuild  Pier  45  in  maritime  and 
public  recreation  activities.  Skip  the 
hotel. 

D  Include  my  preference,  which  is: 


Mail  responses  to:  Rod  Freebairn-Smith, 
442  Post  St.,  San  Francisco  94102 
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Abraca  Dabra 

Housekeeping  ^ Agency 

High  Quality-Dependable-Systematic 

We  use  only  your  cleaning  products  and 
equipment  to  insure  proper,  continued  care. 

738  Union  Street  Phone 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  956-2194 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  »  781-6277 _ 


The  Coalition  to  Save  North  Beach 

In  December,  1985,  the  Coalition  to  Save  North 
Beach  formed  to  address  the  growing  threat 
to  the  stability  and  vitality  of  North  Beach.  The 
Coalition  is  composed  of  representatives  from 
THD,  North  Beach  Neighbors,  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors,  and  the  New  North  Beach 
Merchants  Association.  Since  its  formation  the 
coalition  has  been  developing  strategies  aimed 
at  preserving  North  Beach. 

The  most  serious  threat  to  North  Beach  and 
other  neighborhood  commercial  districts  has 
been  the  rapid  escalation  of  commercial  rents 
and  short-term  commercial  leases  which  have 
caused  many  businesses  to  leave  the  area. 

The  Coalition  has  considered  the  following 
possible  solutions: 

1.  A  temporary  moratorium  on  commercial 
rent  increases  over  thirty-five  per  cent.  This 
will  soon  be  introduced  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  by  Supervisor  Nancy  Walker. 

2.  Commercial  rent  arbitration,  both  binding 
and  non-binding. 

3.  Commercial  rent  control. 

4.  Formation  of  a  Neighborhood  Review  Board 
based  on  similar  established  boards  in 
Seattle  and  New  York  City. 

The  Board’s  purpose  would  be  to  serve  as  the 
voice  of  the  North  Beach  community  in  an 
advisory  capacity  to  the  Department  of  City 
Planning.  The  planning  and  design  issues  of  the 
Board  would  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, 
neighborhood  economic  development  and 
public  transit,  housing,  and  open  space  as  they  • 
relate  to  the  preservation  and  enhancement 
of  small  business  development  and  com¬ 
munity  character. 

. 

The  Board  would  review  applications  for 
alteration  permits,  new  construction  permits, 
conditional  use  permits,  and  variances.  Review 
would  be  based  on  regulations  and  guidelines 
in  the  North  Beach  commercial  District  Zoning 
Ordinance  and  on  relevant  element  of  the  City 
Master  Plan. 
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President’s  Message 

In  this  season  of  giving  I  am  reminded  that 
there  are  many  members  who  joined  THD  to 
contribute  to  their  neighborhood  but  have  not 
yet  had  the  opportunity.  Because  we  are  now 
a  large  organization  of  over  650  members,  it 
is  more  difficult  for  the  Board  members  to 
make  personal  contact  with  each  new  member 
to  ascertain  just  how  she/he  can  participate. 

I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  look  through  the 
Semaphore.  Find  a  committee  which  par¬ 
ticularly  interests  you.  Thke  a  minute  and  call 
the  committee  chair,  or  call  me:  I  know  from 


my  experience  that  this  neighborhood  and 
your  neighbors  will  be  far  more  interesting  if 
you  are  more  involved. 

In  an  added  Christmas  note,  I  have  been 
especially  involved  with  neighborhood¬ 
serving  businesses  this  year.  We  have  all  come 
to  appreciate  their  importance  to  our  area.  To 
affirm  our  support,  I  suggest  we  all  do  as  much 
of  our  Christmas  shopping  as  we  can  here  in 
North  Beach. 

—Jeanne  Milligan 


WE  CARE  FOR  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD. 


We’re  Telegraph  Hill  MedCenter.  A  thoughtfully 
personalized  medical  care  facility  for  general  health  needs. 
Like  physical  exams,  sore  throats,  flu,  coughs,  colds  and 
infections.  Plus  urgent  medical  care  situations.  Including 
cuts,  sprains,  high  fevers,  minor  accidents  and  on-the-job 
injuries. 

We  care  for  the  neighborhood.  So  we  do  things  for  you 
that  other  facilities  simply  don’t  care  to. 

We’re  open  365  days  a  year. 

8a.m.  to 8p.m. 

No  appointment  necessary. 

And  in  most  cases,  our  services  cost  less  than  going  to  an 
emergency  room  or  any  other  type  of  medical  facility. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  you  can  expect  anything  less  than 
the  best  medical  treatment. 

Since  we’re  sponsored  by  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  you  can 
be  assured  you’re  getting  the  highest  quality  care  from 
an  extremely  qualified  staff. 


We  even  care  for  the  neighborhood  when  we’re  closed. 
With  a  physician  on  call 
24-hours  a  day. 

VISA  or  MasterCard, 
cash  or  personal  checks 
accepted.  Insurance 
claims  assistance  gladly 
provided. 

Get  to  know  us.  Give 
us  a  call  if  you  have  any 
questions  about  your 
health  or  our  services. 

421-6441. 

Better  yet,  drop  by 
and  visit  us.  660 
Lombard  near  Mason. 

After  all,  we’re  in 
the  neighborhood. 


HERE’S  $5  TOWARDS 
A  CLEAN  BILL  OF  HEALTH. 

Present  this  coupon  during 
your  first  visit.  If  there  are  any 
charges,  we’ll  take  $5  off. 
Offer  good  through  December 
31, 1986  But  don’t  wait  that 
long.  You  should  see  a  doctor 
at  least  once  a  year. 

660  Lombard  near  Mason,  421-6441.  Validated  parking 
at  Northpoint  Shopping  Center.  Bay  at  Mason. 


TELEGRAPH  HILL 


Sponsored  by  Si  Mary's  Hospital  and  Medical  Center.  450 
Stanyan  Street.  San  Francisco  Co  sponsored  by  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Association  Limit  one  coupon  per  patient 
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CCIT  TCWCC  SHOP 


T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 


Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


JULIES 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 


For  reservations  please  call  362-3042 


Planning  &  Zoning 

Historic  Telegraph  Hill  Saves  A  Place  for  the 
Future 

To  prevent  the  much  loved  older  structures  of 
Jblegraph  Hill  from  themselves  becoming  history, 
the  Tblegraph  Hill  Historic  District  proposal  was 
passed  October  27  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  will  be  signed  by  the  Mayor  in  the  near  future. 
The  final  boundaries  include  the  entire  original 
proposal  excepting  upper  Alta  Street  (without  the 
30-foot  height  limit),  the  lots  bounding  the  west 
side  of  Sansome  Street,  and  the  southwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  Montgomery  and  Union  Streets.  All  of  the 
Filbert  Street  Steps,  including  the  Grace  Mar- 
chant  Garden,  fall  within  the  protected  zone.  For 
the  long  hours  of  very  hard  but  successful  work, 
special  thanks  go  to  Nan  Roth,  and  Greg  Jones, 
as  well  as  George  Rockrise,  Jeanne  Milligan,  Anne 
Halsted,  and  Rhoda  Parks. 

Waterfront: 

Representatives  of  THD,  Telegraph  Hill 
Neighborhood  Center,  Russian  Hill  Neighbors, 
North  Beach  Neighbors,  and  Fishermans  Wharf 
Merchants  Association  recently  met  with  the 
Mayor,  Port  Director  Gene  Gartland,  Director  of 
City  Planning  Dean  Macris,  and  Rudy  Nothenberg 
of  PUC  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  group  to  watch 
over  activity  on  the  waterfront.  Jane  Winslow, 
representing  the  Dwellers,  reports  the  Mayor 
agreed  that  the  area  should  be  overseen  by  one 
body  (rather  than  several),  and  asked  Dean  Macris 
to  appoint  a  planner. 

Also  as  a  result  of  the  meeting,  Mayor  Fein- 
stein  agreed  to  rezone  Kirkland  Muni  Bus  Yard 
for  housing.  This  is  in  accord  with  THD’s  wishes. 

Chinatown  Zoning: 

Jane  Winslow  and  George  Rockrise  succeeded  in 
convincing  Planning  Director  Dean  Macris  to 
return  to  North  Beach  a  three  block  area  north 
of  Broadway.  This  space  was  to  be  included  in 
Chinatown  zoning.  This  insures  a  40-foot  (instead 
of  65-foot)  height  limit,  no  billboards,  and  condi¬ 
tional  use  for  restaurants  and  bars,  savings  and 
loans. 
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46  Newell  Street: 

THD,  represented  by  Deborah  Holly  and  Jane 


Winslow,  drafted  a  letter  of  opposition  against  a 
five  story  residential  development  proposed  for 
46  Newell  St.,  which  lies  within  the  40-ft  height 
limit  area.  With  the  assistance  of  Dan  Sullivan, 
staff  member  of  the  Planning  Dept.,  the  appeal 
was  continued.  In  the  meantime  the  architect 
redesigned  the  building  to  conform  with  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Code  height  limit  and  the  concerns  of  sur¬ 
rounding  neighbors.  Measured  from  Chestnut  St., 
the  project  will  stand  39 ¥2 -ft.,  which  equals  four 
stories.  There  is  also  a  45%  rear  yard  set-back  re¬ 
quirement.  As  proposed  and  approved,  the  proj¬ 
ect  is  set  back  62  ft.  from  Newell  St.,  and  will 
provide  seven  underground  parking  spaces. 

Northpoint  Shopping  Center: 

The  owner  of  the  Northpoint  Shopping  Center 
plans  to  completely  renovate  the  facility,  but  will 
include  a  grocery  store  among  the  other  neigh¬ 
borhood  businesses  that  will  go  in.  See  “Safeway 
Expansion”  in  this  issue. 

10  Alta  Street: 

THD  is  appealing  a  permit  for  construction  of  a 
new  single  family  residence  on  lower  Alta  St.  (#10). 
The  protest  is  based  on  the  permit  being  proc¬ 
essed  without  consideration  by  the  Dept,  of  City 
Planning  and  Landmarks  Advisory  Board  as  to  the 
compatibility  of  the  design  with  the  recently 
enacted  Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District.  The 
proposed  building  site  lies  within  the  Historic 
District  boundaries,  between  an  1862  structure 
and  an  1976  structure.  The  Dwellers  feel  that  its 
design  should  conform  with  the  guidelines  of  the 
Historic  District  to  protect  the  integrity  of  the  area. 


464  Filbert  Variance: 

Over  the  objections  of  THD  and  neighbors  Maggie 
Baylis  and  Ann  Hatch,  the  Board  of  Permit  Ap¬ 
peals,  on  September  17th,  voted  to  overrule  the 
Zoning  Administrator  who  had  denied  a  var¬ 
iance  for  the  addition  of  a  third  floor  to  a  non- 
conforming  building  in  the  rear  of  464  Filbert  St. 

Appellant  Larry  Lo  argued  through  his  lawyer  Bill 
Coblentz  that  the  addition  was  necessary  to  house 
several  generations  of  his  growing  family. 

Because  of  the  granting  of  this  variance,  further 
expansion  of  the  other  building  on  the  lot,  which 
fronts  on  Filbert  St.  (a  development  alternative 
proposed  by  The  Dwellers,  since  a  floor  could  have 
been  added  to  that  structure  in  conformance  with 
current  code  requirements)  will  not  be  allowed. 

Malvina  Caffe: 

Malvina  Caffe  will  be  returning  to  the  Rossi  Phar¬ 
macy  site  at  Union  and  Stockton  Streets.!  They 
have  signed  the  lease  and  are  waiting  for  their  con¬ 
ditional  use  and  building  permits.  A  very  warm 
welcome  back!! 

La  Pantera: 

THD  has  received  word  that  La  Pantera  owner 
Lorenzo  Petroni  has  hired  architectural  firm  Hood- 
Miller  to  work  on  La  Pantera.  The  firm  plans  to 
save  the  old  restaurant’s  earthquake-era  facade. 
THD’s  Jane  Winslow  and  Herb  Kosovitz  are 
meeting  with  the  architects  in  order  that  THD  has 
input  in  the  plans. 


Clyde 

Winters 

Design 


2200  mason  street 
san  francisco 
9  4  13  3 

415.391 .5643 
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LOUVRE 


CUSTOM 

FRAMING 
645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


All  types  of  electrical  work  — -  Smoke  Detectors 

Big  Bear  Electric 


989-4954 

State  Lie. 
No. 443332 


2048  Stockton  St., 
San  Francisco 


CA  94113 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  ANTIQUES 


ANTIQUE  SALE 

PRE-CHRISTMAS  REDUCTIONS 


580  UNION  STREET  at  Stockton 

Hours:  12-5:30,  Mon.  -  Sat. 
Phone:  982-7055 


The  Question  Person 

Are  you  in  favor  of  commercial  rent  control? 

Rhoda  Robinson,  276  Francisco: 

No,  because  I  don’t  feel  that  residential  rent 
control  has  worked  as  well  as  it  should.  It  has 
just  served  to  make  people  dishonest. 

Marilyn  Madson-Wright,  1423  Kearny: 

Yes,  because  I  think  it  would  keep  some 
smaller  businesses  here.  Maybe  make  it  a 
percentage  increase  so  it  could  be  phased  in 
with  small  merchants’  operating  expenses. 

Verne  Finks,  23  Bridgeway: 

Yes,  I’m  in  favor  if  there  are  no  other  alter¬ 
natives.  I  favor  a  binding  negotiated  settle¬ 
ment  under  an  arbiter.  Change  is  inevitable, 
but  I  deplore  the  rapid  commercialization  of 
North  Beach. 

Terry  Achelis,  26  Darrell: 

I  think  commercial  rents  are  a  terrible  prob¬ 
lem.  A  lot  of  pressure  should  be  put  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  We  should  explore  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  finding  solutions  other  than  rent 
control.  Something  definitely  should  be  done. 

Hartmut  Gerdes,  725  Filbert: 

No.  Commercial  rent  control  is  like  doing  a 
heart  by-pass  operation  with  a  butcher  knife. 
It’s  poor  planning.  A  better  answer  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  those  institutions  that  could  occupy  the 
upper  floor  in  a  large  building  from  oc¬ 
cupying  the  ground  floor. 

Christoper  Wand,  1230  Grant: 

Yes,  with  a  conditional.  The  longer  a  business 
has  been  in  a  location,  the  more  protection 
it  should  have.  New  businesses  are  highly 
speculative. 


At  Our  Advertisers 


Walk  into  the  Alfred  R.  Pisciotta  &  Sons 
custom  upholstery  shop,  and  you  see  North 
Beach  the  way  it  was  thirty  years  ago. 


The  entire  family  is  at  work.  Alfred  Sr.  and 
Jr.  are  tacking  upholstery  by  hand.  Hand 
tacking  is  a  skill  that  only  about  five%  of 
modern  upholsterers  possess.  Son  Frank  is 
talking  to  customers.  Mother  Anna  is  sewing. 
Dog  Maxine  begs  Alfred  Sr.  to  scratch  her 
back. 

Neighbors  wander  in  for  a  chat.  Joseph 
Cervetto,  who  becomes  Christopher  Columbus 
around  Columbus  Day,  drops  by.  Alfred  Sr. 
brings  out  his  homemade  wine  and  remem¬ 
bers  bygone  North  Beach  days. 

“I  built  this  in  1955,”  he  recalls,  indicating  his 
shop  at  the  corner  of  Francisco  and  Stockton. 
“It  used  to  be  one  of  the  few  places  where 
there  were  chickens  and  rabbits.” 

Four  generations  of  Pisciottas  have  lived  on 
Ifelegraph  Hill.  Pisciottas  were  here  during 
earthquake  days  and  then  returned  to  Italy. 
Alfred  and  Anna  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in 
1933,  lived  on  Green  Street,  and  bought  the 
house  next  to  their  shop,  where  they  reared 
their  children.  Today  a  daughter  and  son-in- 
law,  who  are  the  Semaphore  advertisers  Big 
Bear  Electric,  live  in  the  home.  The  family  has 
a  third  son  who  lives  in  Sacramento. 

Sons  A1  and  Frank  plan  to  carry  on  the  family 
business.  “We’re  all  referral  and  residential,” 
explains  Frank.  “The  only  advertising  we  do 
is  in  the  Semaphore  ” 


Something  Missing  on  Greenwich 
and  Stockton  Streets 

Where’s  the  green  on  Telegraph  Hill?  Trees 
clean  the  air,  reduce  noise,  provide  shade, 
and  break  up  long  stretches  of  concrete  and 
asphalt.  In  addition,  they  tend  to  increase 
property  values. 

The  Parks  and  Trees  committee  has  an 
immediate  goal  to  plant  trees  along  Stockton 
and  Greenwich.  San  Francisco’s  Friends  of 
the  Urban  Forest  will  be  instrumental  in  this 
planting  program,  which  involves  the 
residents  in  every  step.  Upon  submission  of 
a  planting  proposal,  SFFUF  meets  with 
residents  to  help  select  tree  species, 
shepherds  the  planting  permits  through  City 
Hall,  arranges  for  sidewalk  cutting  and  hole 
digging,  and  is  there  on  planting  day  to  assist 
with  tree  installation.  SFFUF  prefers  a 
minimum  of  thirty  trees  within  adjacent 
blocks  for  one  planting  day.  Maintenance 
workshops  are  also  provided. 

Parks  and  Trees’  next  step  is  to  canvas 
Greenwich  and  Stockton  in  search  of 
residents  and  homeowners  who  will  sponsor 
one  or  more  trees  on  their  block.  Mia  Morrill, 
a  resident  on  Greenwich,  has  noticed  a  good 
deal  of  interest  towards  the  greening  of 
Greenwich  and  is  moving  forward  to  tree-line 
the  three  blocks  of  Greenwich  between 
Stockton  and  Telegraph  Place.  Committee 
members  will  canvas  Stockton  between 
Fielding  and  Greenwich,  lb  make  our  jobs 
easier,  we  would  appreciate  if  tree  sponsor 
on  Greenwich  and  Stockton  call  Celia 
DiMartini  or  Carolyn  Walker  Davis  at 
433-3652  or  989-3717. 
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North  Beach  Business  News  Begins 

In  October  Marsha  Garland  published  the 
first  edition  of  North  Beach  Business  News, 
a  newsletter  devoted  to  the  small  businesses 
of  North  Beach. 

Garland  writes  in  the  first  Business  News 
that  “plans  include  monthly  issues  to  keep 
you  informed  on  changes  in  the 
neighborhood,  in  city  government,  in  small 
business  legislation,  and  to  pass  along 
information  about  services  that  might  be 
useful  for  you  to  know.”  Call  673-3228  to 
receive  a  copy. 


W 


(415)  397-2886 

1400  Grant  Avenue  San  Francisco  94133 


745  Columbus  Ave.  Tel.  982-2225 

(Between  Mason  and  Filbert)  °Pen  tH  midnight 


HELP  SAVE  THE 
39-COIT  TOWER  BUS! 

Our  bus  is  again  threatened  by  Muni  and 
city  government.  WE  NEED  YOUR 
HELP.  After  reading  this  report,  please 
answer  and  return  the  questionnaire 
below  so  that  we  can  make  our  voices 
heard. 


Problems  for  the  No.  39-Coit  Tower  bus  are 
not  new.  THD  was  originally  founded  after 
a  successful  fight  to  save  the  39  in  1953.  But 
unfortunately,  very  little  has  been  done  over 
the  years  to  solve  the  traffic  jams  with  which 
the  bus  has  to  contend.  The  results,  of  course, 
have  always  been  undependable  transpor¬ 
tation  with  predictably  low  ridership.  Few,  if 
any  of  us,  can  afford  a  45-minute  wait  to  ride 
3-5  blocks  to  Washington  Square,  to  transfer 
to  the  No.  30,  41  or  15. 

Muni  painted  a  dismal  picture  of  the  cost 
effectiveness  of  the  39-Coit  in  testimony 
given  at  a  recent  Supervisors  Transportation 
and  Traffic  Committee.  Bus  income  is 
counted  not  on  the  number  of  riders,  but  on 
cash  fares  collected.  The  majority  of  downhill 
riders  (cash)  are  Seniors  or  children  bound  for 
school  -  neither  pay  full  fare.  Riders  going 
uphill  (an  urgent  need  for  everyone  facing 
these  steep  hills)  are  mainly  transfers  from 
other  bus  lines  -  transfers  don’t  count! 
Muni’s  method  of  accounting  is  patently 
unfair  since  the  39  is  a  “feeder”  line,  and  a 
vitally  needed  public  service.  Muni’s  solution 
is  to  change  or  eliminate  this  bus  route  for 
lack  of  ridership  (paying,  that  is). 

Frances  Moffat,  a  regular  on  the  bus,  spot- 
checked  several  runs  this  summer  and  found 
two  days  of  standing  room  only  at  4:00  p.m. 

Residents  of  Telegraph  Hill  use  the  39-Coit 
daily  to  get  to  jobs,  school,  doctors,  church, 


12 


and  shopping.  Many  of  the  riders  are  elderly 
and  the  bus  is  a  necessity.  They  do  not  have 
cars,  cannot  climb  the  steep  hills  and  in  many 
cases  cannot  walk  down.  These,  plus  business 
people,  young  mothers  with  babies,  and  small 
school  children  all  rely  on  the  bus. 

The  bus  is  underused  at  certain  hours,  such 
as  early  morning,  and  after  7  p.m.  at  night. 
Suggestion:  Shorter  schedule  of  hours. 

Residents  share  the  bus  during  the  summer 
season  with  thousands  of  tourists  bound  for 
Coit  Tbwer.  Because  of  the  long  line  of 
waiting  cars  and  traffic  congestion  to  the 
Tower  and  Fisherman’s  Wharf,  the  bus  can 
run  45  minutes  late.  Muni’s  time-saving 
solution  was  to  send  an  inspector  to 
Washington  Square  with  field  glasses.  He 
looked  for  passengers  waiting  on  corners  of 
the  Union  to  Montgomery  Street  terminal. 
Seeing  none,  he  frequently  deleted  that 
portion  of  the  scheduled  bus  route!  By 
doing  so,  he  stranded  as  many  as  5  seniors 
waiting  to  take  the  bus  uphill.  (Note  to  Muni 
Inspector  No.  2:  Passengers  rarely  stand  on 
corners  in  the  wind  and  fog  -  we  can  hear  our 
noisy  bus  coming  in  ample  time  to  get  out  to 
the  bus  stop).  Suggestion:  To  get  the  bus  back 
on  schedule,  we  propose  a  mechanical  signal 
at  Coit  Tower,  which  could  halt  all  uphill 
traffic,  letting  the  bus  bypass  the  uphill  line 
of  waiting  cars.  If  this  is  too  costly,  we  suggest 
manual  control  of  traffic,  performed  by 
persons  involved  in  community  service  at 
peak  hours,  particularly  during  tourist 
season. 

Another  major  factor  in  the  disruption  of  bus 
service  year-round  is  the  turn  around  at 
Union  &  Montgomery.  Our  present  busses  are 
old,  in  bad  mechanical  condition,  and  break 
down  repeatedly  when  trying  to  turn.  The 
problem  is  worsened  when  this  intersection 
is  clogged  with  illegally  parked  cars.  Sugges¬ 
tion:  Replace  the  old  busses  with  the  new  5ft 


shorter  ones  proposed  by  Muni  some  time  ago. 

Do  we  really  need  2  busses  in  the  wintertime? 
Suggestion:  To  save  money,  the  No.  39-Coit 
could  eliminate  one  bus  entirely  by  returning 
to  its  old  route  (Wash.  Sq.-Union/Montgomery, 
Wash.  Sq.-Tower-Wash.  Sq.)  This  schedule  took 
approximately  20  min.  and  was  reasonably 
on  time.  Transfers  can  be  made  to  Fisher¬ 
man's  Wharf  via  No.  30  or  No.  15. 

Tourist  season  Suggestion:  Add  a  second  bus 
and  return  both  busses  to  the  present  route, 
or  add  a  second  bus  direct  from  Fisherman's 
Wharf  to  the  tower. 

Parking  has  reached  gridlock  proportions  in 
both  Tblegraph  Hill  and  North  Beach.  With  a 
shorter  route,  on-time  bus,  and  a  local  25 $ 
fare  (without  transfer)  we  could  encourage 
many  more  Telegraph  Hill  residents  to  use  the 
bus  and  boost  Muni  income. 

San  Francisco’s  tourists  cannot  get  along 
without  the  No.  39,  and  neither  can  the 
residents.  This  bus  provides  an  important 
public  service.  We  suggest  that  a  thorough 
study  be  made  of  its  ridership  and  need. 

—Nancy  Katz 

#39-COIT  TOWER  BUS  SURVEY 

Do  you  ride  the  bus? 

Regularly  □  Occasionally  □ 

Do  your  family  members? 

Regularly  □  Occasionally  □ 

During  what  hours? 

7am-9pmD  7am-8pmD  Other _ 

Do  you  prefer  the  present  route?  □ 

Old  route?  □ 

Or:  Summer:  Present  route? □ 

Winter:  Old  route? □ 

Name  (print) _ 

Phone : _ 

Please  fold,  stamp,  tape  and  mail. 
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Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Box  330159 

San  Francisco,  Ca  94133 


I 


A  SEPTEMBER  PICNIC 
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THD  Welcomes  New  Members 


Carolyn  Abst 
James  Attwood 
Andrew  Bacigalupi 
Nordin  &  Donna  Blacker 
Farouzeh  Cooper 
Frances  L.  Farruggia 
Jane  Fielder 


Verne  Finks 
Judith  &  William  Frick 
Paul  Herrerias 
Jackie  Kleinman 
Juanita  Lacey 
Lawrence  G.  Lo 
Janice  Magee 


Nini  McCabe 
Rosa  Mendoza 
John  B.  Missing 
Janis  Plot  kin 
Marge  Savo 
Ramona  Skola 
Cynthia  Stewart 


Jay  H.  Stewart 
Elmer  &  Jill  Tbsta 
Frank  Viollis 
Cynthia  Wulfsberg 


The  Fine  Art  of  Real  Estate 

SOTHEBY’S  INTERNATIONAL  REALTY 

561-8400 


R.  IACOPI  and  CO. 


Specializing  in  Homemade 
Italian  Sausage:  Sicilian 
Calabrese,  &  Toscano  style 

Fresh  Fish 

Wednesday  -  Saturday 


\  / 

*• 

i  i 


•  •  \ 


•  Featuring  Homemade  Tortas 

Basil  &  Sun-Dried  Tomato 
Black  Olive  &  Pine  Nut 
Smoked  Salmon 


1462  Grant  Ave.  at  Union 
Mon. -Sat.  9:00-7:00 

421-0757 
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Back  l^ird  Naturalist 

Chronicle  columnist  Jon  Carroll  writes  about 
confronting  the  bandit  that  had  broken  into  his 
home,  stolen  his  food,  and  given  him  a  good 
scare— and  thinking,  “How  cute.” 

Indeed,  raccoons  are  the  cutest  rascals  in  town. 
They  also  come  equipped  with  formidable  brain 
power  to  back  up  their  raiding  expeditions  in 
human  territory.  Coming  from  the  same  family  as 
the  panda,  raccoons  top  the  cat  in  measurable  I.Q. 

‘  ‘They  are  intelligent  and  persistent,’  ’  Sally  Lewis 
of  the  Public  Information  Office  of  the  S.P.C.  A. 
cautions.  Lewis  says  during  fall  and  winter  she 
averages  five  calls  a  day  from  people  who  are 
coming  out  on  the  losing  end  in  encounters  with 
the  masked  critters.  Common  problems  include 
the  raccoons’  breaking  into  garbage  cans, 
sneaking  through  pet  doors,  and  stealing  animal 
food. 

“Most  of  the  callers,”  says  Lewis,  “report,  ‘There 
is  a  big  one  and  four  little  ones.’  That’s  because 


mom  is  showing  the  little  ones  how  to  live  in  the 
city.”  Raccoon  young  are  born  in  April  and  May. 

But  while  raccoons  can  be  pests,  Lewis  says  they 
are  rarely  dangerous.  “No  self  respecting 
raccoon  is  going  to  pick  a  fight  unless  in  self 
defense,”  she  reports. 

What  about  the  reports  of  small  pets  being  killed 
by  raiding  raccoons?  Lewis  has  heard  them,  but 
is  skeptical.  “Never  has  anyone  said,  ‘I  saw  the 
raccoon  do  it.’  ” 

Lewis  will  mail  a  packet  of  information  with 
suggestions  on  coping  with  raccoons.  S.P.C.A. 
telephone  number  is  554-3000. 


The 

Italian 

Dining 

Experience 

in 

San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking  Banquets  up  to  200 
1512  Stockton  Street  (415)392-1700 
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Congratulations  to  Jane  Winslow 

Jane  Winslow  recently  won  the  Distinguished 
Leadership  Award  from  the  National 
Association  of  Community  Leadership 
Organizations.  One  of  63  award  winners 
nationwide,  Jane  was  nominated  by  the  San 
Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  held 
its  first  Leadership  San  Francisco  Series  last 
year.  With  43  other  participants,  Jane 
attended  the  first  class  which  lasted  9 
months.  Jane  was  sponsored  by  her  business, 
Gensler  &  Associates/Architects,  where  she 
is  Director  of  Corporate  Personnel  Services. 


^£4  /Hfcea 

1R.eAiewi<uti 

Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 

PHONE  391-4249  732  BROADWAY 


WELLS  FARGO 

. 

Ronald  J.  Derenzi 
Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 
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Editor’s  Note:  Following  are  three  neighbor¬ 
hood  traditions.  The  Semaphore  invites  you  to 
share  your  neighborhood  s  own  special  customs 
with  us. 

Greenwich  Gremlins 

According  to  Virginia  Sletteland,  tourists  are 
delighted  by  the  Greenwich  pumpkin  garden  of 
25  jack-o-lanterns  at  the  Greenwich  cul-de-sac. 
‘Almost  all  without  fail  take  pictures  and  take 
back  their  experience  to  wherever  they  come 
from  with  such  warm  feelings.” 

Sletteland,  Gloria  Woo,  Maria  Pimentell,  Maud 
Hallin,  and  Karen  Bennett  have  organized  the 
Greenwich  Pumpkin  Party  each  Halloween  for 
three  years. 

The  week’s  festivities  begin  with  a  potluck 
brunch  and  pumpkin  carving  party.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  neighbors  take  the  jack-o-lanterns  to  the 
cul-de-sac  garden.  Each  evening  they  have  a 
ceremony  of  lighting  the  pumpkins. 

‘  ‘People  wander  out  with  a  glass  of  wine  and  chat 
and  look  at  the  pumpkins,”  says  Sletteland. 

But  the  jack-o-lanterns  are  not  only  for  adults. 
This  year  Hallin  hid  bags  of  candy  in  the  pump¬ 
kins  for  neighborhood  children  before  the  first 
lighting  ceremony.  In  addition,  the  kids  par¬ 
ticipated  in  carving  the  pumpkins  into 
jack-o-lanterns. 

Ethan  Alley  Picnic 

The  Ethan  Alley  picnic  just  sort  of  grew.  No  one 
really  recalls  the  details— maybe  because  there 
aren’t  that  many  details. 

“We’re  laidback,’ ’  says  Axelle  Fortier.  ‘ ‘Next  year 
will  be  our  fifteenth  anniversary,  and  we’ll 
probably  celebrate  by  using  colored  napkins.” 

Friends  ask  Ethan  Alley  residents,  “When  will 
it  be?”  throughout  the  year.  But  the  answer  to 
this  question  is  usually  uncertain.  Like 
everything  else  about  the  picnic,  the  date  usually 
just  happens.  “We  have  our  annual  Ethan  Alley 
argument  about  the  date,”  says  Fortier.  “I  used 
to  have  my  annual  Ethan  Alley  tantrum.  Then 


I  decided  I  can’t  do  this  any  more.” 

Once  the  date  has  been  set,  people  plan.  But 
plans  don’t  seem  right  for  this  picnic.  “We  try 
to  find  people  to  set  up  things,’  ’  says  Fortier.  ‘  ‘But 
people  are  watching  the  football  games  or  are 
hungover  from  Saturday  night.” 

Somehow,  though,  the  alley  gets  hosed  down, 
and  friends  bring  their  specialties.  Curt 
Gentry  has  been  proclaimed  Chili  King. 

Over  the  years  the  picnic  has  changed  along  with 
the  lives  of  its  regulars.  ‘‘People  are  married 
now,”  reflects  Fortier.  “There  are  babies.  Alcohol 
consumption  is  down.  We’re  getting  older.  You 
can  see  people  losing  their  hair.” 

Sometimes  someone  brings  pictures  of  bygone 
picnics,  and  they  reminisce.  Just  like  family. 


CITY 

LIGHTS 

BOOKS 

A  Literary 
Meet  i  noplace 
Since  1953 
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261  Columbus  five. 
Son  Francisco  94133 
(415)  362-8193 

€vcryck>v  10 -midnight 
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Too  Many  Pumpkin  Fans 

Telegraph  Hill’s  most  famous  home  for  Hallo¬ 
ween  jack-o-lanterns  has  become  too  pop¬ 
ular.  Heavy  crowds  paraded  up  and  down  the 
fragile  Filbert  Street  steps  to  view  the  150  jack- 
o-lanterns  in  the  Grace  Marchant  garden  on 
Halloween  night.  Residents  felt  uncomfortable 
with  the  large  numbers  of  people. 

Ironically,  the  tradition  which  now  brings  in 
twenty  people  to  haul  the  pumpkins  down  the 
stairs  and  carve  them  began  with  one  man.  In 
1975  Gary  Kray  fantasized  a  garden  of 
glowing  pumpkin  faces  and  carved  half  a  dozen, 
lit  and  placed  them,  and  sat  among  the  roses  to 
watch  people’s  reactions.  By  1977  other 
neighbors  got  involved  and  carved  fifty  jack-o- 
lanterns.  That  year  the  neighbors  began  their 
ritual  of  procession  along  the  steps  with  jack-o- 
lanterns  on  their  heads  as  they  sang  Gaelic 
chants.  Grace  Marchant  lit  the  first  pumpkin. 
Later  Grace  made  her  first  appearance  as  the 
“Good  Witch  Grace.” 

Grace  died  in  1982.  Since  1983  neighbors  have 
carved  between  125  to  150  pumpkins,  placed 
them  in  the  garden  while  it  is  still  light,  and  in 
a  small  ceremony  of  people  who  knew  Grace  lit 
the  first  pumpkin  as  the  sun  sets  on  October  31. 
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733  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 

(415)  986-2420 
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519  (COLUMBUS 
SAN  FIRAMOSC© 


982  1124 


LEVI  PLAZA 
PIER  39  AREA 
EMBARCADERO 
TELEGRAPH  HILL 
FINANCIAL  DISTRICT  . 


NATHAN  G.  ROTH,  D.D.S. 
MELISSA  TUFT,  D.D.S. 

398-2582 

7  LOMBARD  ST. 


“Personal  Service  82,  Prevention  Have  No  Substitute ” 

EXTENDED  HOURS:  EVENINGS  AND  WEEKENDS 

•  STEREO  HEADPHONES  AVAILABLE 

•  MASTER  CARD /VISA 

•  DENTAL  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

•  SENIOR  CITIZENS  WELCOME 


COMPLETE  DENTAL  SERVICES 
COSMETIC  DENTISTRY  AND  BONDING 
24  HOUR  ANSWERING  SERVICE 
NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS 
DENTISTRY  WHILE  YOU  SLEEP 


VALIDATED  PARKING  AT 

101  LOMBARD  (LEVI  PLAZA)  GARAGE 
*  EASY  ACCESS  TO  + 

42  &  32  MUNI  LINES 


1429  Grant  ave 

one  ol  a  kind 
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made  to  order 

Anna  Martin 
Anna  Katharina 
391-3480 
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Board  of  Directors’  Report 
Motions  Passed 

August 

To  look  with  favor  on  a  modest,  unobtrusive 
lighting  scheme  in  Washington  Square  Park. 

Ib  add  THD’s  name  to  those  arguing  in  favor  of 
Proposition  D,  which  allows  San  Francisco  to  use 
at  least  twelve  percent  of  open  space  funds  for 
after-school  recreation  programs. 

September 

None 

October 

To  push  MUNI  to  maintain  39  bus  service  for 
Tfelegraph  Hill  residents  but  to  explore  alternative 
systems  involving  smaller  vehicles. 

November 

lb  send  a  letter  to  the  Police  Department  with 
copies  to  restaurants  (and  whoever  is  licensed  to 
park  their  cars  if  it  is  not  done  privately)  stating 


that  strict  enforcements  of  permits  is  important. 

To  direct  the  neighborhood  task  force  to  make  a 
presentation  to  the  Supervisors’  Traffic  and 
Transportation  Committee  voicing  our  concerns 
about  valet  parking  violations. 

To  support  extension  of  fast  food  moratorium  for 
one  year  unless  language  can  be  drafted  to  meet 
THD’s  needs. 

Tb  write  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals 
saying  that  based  on  evidence  we  accept  Maud 
Hallin’s  contention  that  a  seventh  story  dwelling 
unit  exist  at  463  B  Greenwich. 

THD  does  not  object  to  a  seventh  unit  in  the  above 
building. 

Motions  Not  Passed  (Because  of  a  lack  of  a  second) 
To  support  extending  fast  food  restaurants 
moratorium  in  North  Beach  for  a  minimum  of  one 
year  with  certain  exemptions  to  be  carved  out  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Planning  Department. 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

MEMBER  FDIC 


S 
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ASSETS  OF  $800  Million 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO 
AND 

TELEGRAPH  HILL 
SINCE  1937 

DO  YOU  NEED  LOANS? 

IF  SO,  TRY  US 
FOR  QUICK  RESULTS 
AND  EXCELLENT  RATES 


San  Francisco  Branches 


555  Montgomery  St. 
(415)  362-4100 


743  Washington  St. 
(415)  421-5215 


1201  Stockton  St 
(off  Broadway) 
(415)  989-4088 

2533  Noriega  St. 
(415)  681-5333 


HEAD  OFFICE:  555  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94111 
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THE 


Enjoy  a  discriminating  dining  experience 
in  a  French  chateau 
atop 

overlooking  scenic 

The  Shadows  now 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations 


•  45  different  beers 

San  Francisco  Brewing  Company 

(formerly  The  Albatross) 

•  Available  for  Private  Parties 

* 

1 55  Columbus  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  941 33  (41 5)  434-3344 


LC  Graphics 

Quality  Computerized  Typesetting 


■  Typesetting 
H  Design 

■  Layout 

650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 
415/362-4562 


Safeway  Expansion 

The  results  of  the  Semaphore  Poll  regarding 
Safeway ’s  proposed  expansion  are  as  follows: 

1.  Are  you  in  favor  of  an  expan-  YES  NO 

ded  full  service  Safeway?  31  41 

2.  Are  you  in  favor  of  Safeway 

as  it  presently  exists?  20  24 

3.  Do  you  care  if  Safeway  leaves 

its  present  site?  33  16 

Most  people  were  concerned  that  some  super¬ 
market  facility  be  located  in  the  area.  Many 
people  who  voted  “yes”  on  Number  Three  in¬ 
dicated  that  they  cared  only  if  there  were  not 
a  new  supermarket  at  Northpoint  Center. 
There  were  enthusiasm  for  a  Lucky  or  a 
Petrini  at  Northpoint  Center  and  many  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  way  Safeway  is  presently 
operated. 

We  have  been  advised  that  Safeway’s  plans  for 
expansion  have  been  tabled  for  the  present. 
When  and  if  those  plans  are  activated,  our 
representative  to  the  discussions  will  present 
The  Dwellers’  views.  As  shown  (above)  either 
members  don’t  care  about  supermarkets  in 
the  area,  or  didn’t  bother  to  convey  their 
feelings  to  the  Semaphore ,  since  we  had  only 
about  70  responses. 

Northpoint  Shopping  Center  advises  us  that 
negotiations  are  underway  for  a  new  super¬ 
market  in  the  Northpoint  Mall,  and  an  an¬ 
nouncement  should  be  made  within  two 
months. 

Noise  Pollution  at  the  Tbsca 

Friends  of  the  Tbsca  hope  to  re-establish  the 
traditional  coffee  and  opera  break  at  the 
Tosca.  The  Tosca’s  genteel  atmosphere  has 
been  threatened  by  booming  rock  music  from 
the  Stone. 

See  the  bartender  at  the  Tbsca  if  you  want  to 
help  with  the  campaign  against  one  business’ 
encroaching  on  another  with  excessive  loud 
noise.  Tbsca’s  phone  number  is  986-9651. 
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Update  on  Refuse  Committee 

The  Refuse  Committee’s  Neighborhood  Clean- 
Up  Day  has  been  postponed  until  spring.  We 
will  still  have  guest  speakers  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Alive  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  at  a  general  meeting  to  help  us. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  continued  working 
with  Tbm  Brownell,  our  new  district  super¬ 
visor  of  the  DPW  Bureau  of  Street  Cleaning 
and  Urban  Forestry,  on  major  litter  problems 
in  the  Tblegraph  Hill  area.  Our  committee 
recently  met  with  Tbm  and  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent  Scott  Shaw.  I  have  also  gone  on  a 
“field  trip”  throughout  the  neighborhood  to 
see  how  the  Bureau  operates  and  to  discuss 
problem  areas. 

The  supervisors  patrol  their  districts  daily  for 
illegal  garbage.  The  DPW  litter  trucks  pick  up 
bags  in  which  the  street  sweepers  collect  lit¬ 
ter,  as  well  as  loose  debris  called  in  by  the 
supervisors. 

Supervisors  and  environmental  control  of¬ 
ficers  issue  warnings  to  those  people  who 
commit  major  infractions.  An  example  would 
be  placing  refuse  in  cardboard  boxes  instead 
of  garbage  containers  with  lids.  The  warnings 
are  entered  into  a  computer.  The  offenders 
are  given  five  days  to  improve,  or  they  recieve 
a  citation.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  lack  of 
manpower  to  handle  the  minor  infractions.  We 
as  a  community  can  help  by  reporting  viola¬ 
tions.  Phone  number  is  695-2017. 

As  you  may  have  noticed  the  problem  of  city 
litter  cans  flooded  with  household  garbage 
has  worsened  lately  and  is  most  severe  during 
weekends.  At  present  Golden  Gate  Disposal 
Company’s  pick-up  schedule  includes  only 
Mondays  through  Thursdays.  We  are  reques¬ 
ting  pick-up  on  Sundays  for  Grant  Avenue  and 
Stockton  Street.  Hopefully,  this  will  alleviate 
some  of  the  eyesore. 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  problems 
or  suggestions  for  improving  the  trash  situa¬ 
tion.  My  phone  number  is  982-3790. 

—Gloria  Woo 


Luigi  &  Maria  Borzoni 


U.S.  Restaurant, 

Inc. 


431  Columbus  Ave. 
1434  Stockton  St. 
(415)  362-6251  San  Francisco  94133 


DONNA 

EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 


1424  GRANT  AVE.  S  F  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS  MARIN 

SAVINGS  L5jJ  SAVINGS 

*'x?  0>*n  Aasoc  h»*oo  a  »  div«**on  of  ColumDu*  S«v*ngs 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 


TRATtoRiA 


>  Contadina  -■ 

1800  Mason  at  Union  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  982-5728. 
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Semaphore  Staff 


Washington  Square 


■ 

Washington 
Square 
^  Park 

Union 

°  \ 

%  > 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


Grant  Antiques 

We  Buy- 

-Sell— Trade 

1415  Grant  Avenue 

Dennis  Wills— Mickey  Beck 

btwn  Union  &  Green 

Open  Afternoons  &  Evenings 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

(415)  956-2191 

BAY  Sc  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 

196  Columbus  Avenue 
441-9947  Chevron 

“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 


Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


Lorentzen  Honored 

Pat  Lorentzen  of  THD’s  crime  committee  was 
presented  a  certificate  of  award  for  her  work 
in  the  SAFE  program  at  the  tenth  anniversary 
awards  SAFE  luncheon  in  October. 

Pat  has  been  active  in  THD’s  SAFE  program. 

Congratulations,  Pat,  and  thanks  for  your 
contribution  to  neighborhood  safety. 


Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

Business  Manager 

Eric  Johnson 

Ad  Coordinator 

Maureen  Topping 
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Marilyn  Madison-Wright 
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Jeanne  Milligan 
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Rhoda  Robinson 
Carolyn  Walker 
Jane  Winslow 
Gloria  Woo 


Parking  Problems 

Residents  have  formed  a  group  to  reaffirm 
resident  parking  rights  in  the  wake  of  in¬ 
creasing  restaurant  volume  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Hill. 

Headed  by  Ken  Maley,  the  parking  crusade 
says  that  Julius  Castle  and  the  Shadows  are 
not  adhering  to  their  valet  parking  permits. 
The  permits  state  that  the  vehicles  should  be 
taken  to  845  Front. 

Instead,  residents  complain  that  cars  are 
parked  on  the  streets  near  the  restaurants 
and  create  impossible  parking  conditions  for 
those  who  live  in  the  area. 
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The  THD  Board  voted  to  send  a  letter  to  all 


area  restaurants  with  valet  parking  and  valet 
parking  companies  stating  that  strict  enforce¬ 
ment  of  parking  permits  is  important.  THD 
will  support  revocation  of  any  permit  if  the 
holder  does  not  comply  with  regulations. 

Police  advise  calling  553-0123  to  report 
parking  violations.  Even  if  residents  feel  that 
their  calls  are  ineffective,  the  message  is 
recorded  and  goes  into  police  files  according 
to  Central  Station’s  Paul  Bertsch.  Such  com¬ 
plaints  can  provide  a  public  record  documen¬ 
ting  violations. 


Lights  in  Washington  Square  Park 

The  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
received  a  request  for  lighting  Washington 
Square  to  allow  use  of  park  facilities  and 
hinder  individuals  loitering  in  the  area  after 
dark.  Although  the  Board  has  not  approved 
the  request  for  total  lighting,  the  Open  Space 
committee  has  allocated  $20,000  toward  the 
project.  In  addition,  the  Park  and  Recreation 
Department  has  offered  to  light  the  area  near 
the  restrooms  in  the  northwest  corner. 

THD  supports  unobtrusive  lighting  in  the 
restroom  area  but  feels  that  brighter  lighting 
will  take  away  from  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Paul’s 
focal  point.  Rod  Freebairn-Smith  has  been 
appointed  to  oversee  artistic  integrity  in  the 
project. 

Years  ago  the  park  was  briefly  illuminated  by 
floodlights  beamed  from  the  church.  But  the 
area  quickly  became  a  center  for  midnight 
gatherings,  soccer  games,  and  vocalists. 
Sleepless  and  outraged  neighbors  succeeded 
in  having  the  lights  removed. 

Today  many  feel  the  darkened  park  adds  to 
the  dramatic  illumination  of  the  church.  The 
possibility  of  excessive  night  time  use  and 
noise  are  further  deterrents  to  lighting. 


Small  Business  Board 

Jane  Winslow  recently  represented  THD  on 
a  city  wide  task  force  organized  by  the  Small 
Business  Advisory  Commission  to  face  the 
problem  of  commercial  leases.  Also  on  the  task 
force  are  North  Beach  Neighbors  (Jim 
Stevens),  property  owners,  small  business 
owners,  and  real  estate  brokers.  Ultimately, 
the  task  force  will  make  recommendations 
(tentatively  beginning  in  January)  on  setting 
up  commercial  leases  to  the  Small  Business 
Advisory  Commission  to  be  passed  on  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  Their  goal  is  to  help 
small  business  people  stave  off  drastic  rent  in¬ 
creases,  or  provide  recourse  if  a  small  business 
does  suffer  a  dramatically  high  rent  increase. 


Ci  leaders 

MEADERS  CLEANERS 

^ 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 

Services 

Levi’s  Plaza 

1475  Sansome  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA. 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 

781-8200 

Days  RESTAURANT  A  BAR 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  In  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


MAMMA  TINA 

Ristorante  Italiano 

1315  Grant  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415) 391-4129 


CAFFERATA 

RAVIOLI 

FACTORY 


G.  BIRADELLI 

(415)  392-7544 


700  COLUMBUS  AVE.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 


Meet  Your  Neighbor 

Virginia  (Gina)  Sletteland  was  bom  in  Columbia, 
Tennessee.  As  a  teenager,  she  came  north  with 
her  family  who  settled  in  Madison,  Wisconsin, 
where  her  father  was  a  professor  of  Sociology 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Virginia,  who 
graduated  from  the  University,  was  elected  to 
Mortar  Board,  the  Senior  Women’s  National 
Honor  Society,  an  election  which  recognized  not 
only  her  academic  record  but  her  achievements 
as  a  leader  in  student  organizations. 

In  her  senior  year  she  married  Greg  Sletteland, 
a  lawyer,  who,  because  of  World  War  II,  asked 
her  to  marry  him  earlier  than  was  orginally 
planned.  After  the  war,  Greg  and  Virginia  set¬ 
tled  in  Glenview,  Illinois,  a  suburb  of  Chicago, 
where  they  were  active  in  the  development  of 
that  rapidly  growing  community.  Virginia’s  other 
volunteer  activities  included  tutoring  disadvan¬ 
taged  black  high  school  students  in  Chicago, 
working  with  mentally  retarded  children  and 
tutoring  the  learning  disabled  students  in  Glen¬ 
view’s  high  schools. 

Ten  years  ago  her  husband  died  in  a  boating  ac¬ 
cident.  Within  fourteen  months,  Virginia  sold 
her  home,  stored  her  furniture  and  came  to  San 
Francisco,  determined  to  start  a  new  life.  Ar¬ 
riving  with  two  suitcases  and  reservations  for 
a  week-to-week  apartment  on  Chestnut,  she  pro¬ 
mptly  fell  in  love  with  Telegraph  Hill  and  was 
soon  ensconced  in  an  apartment  on 
Montgomery. 

She  now  lives  in  a  house  near  Coit  Tbwer.  Among 
her  furniture  are  a  goodly  number  of  antiques 
inherited  from  her  “Old  South’’  family.  She  has 
been  associated  with  ARGENTUM  for  six  years 
and  brings  to  that  company  her  experience  of 
working  with  people  and  her  considerable 
knowledge  of  antique  silver. 

Virginia  is  the  mother  of  four  children.  Margaret, 
with  whom  she  first  explored  Telegraph  Hill, 
lives  near  by.  Tom  lives  in  Atlanta,  and  Greg  and 
William  live  in  Seattle.  Greg,  not  incidentally, 
was  an  early  assistant  editor  of  the  Bay  Guar¬ 
dian  when  that  progressive  publication  was  first 
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publicizing  the  fight  against  overdevelopment. 

When  San  Francisco’s  MOMA  was  holding  its  ten- 
year  membership  drive,  Virginia  was  the  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  Volunteer  Services,  an  organizational 
talent  she  also  brings  to  THD.  In  1977,  the  year 
Virginia  joined  THD,  the  position  of  “hospital¬ 
ity  chair”  was  created  for  her.  In  1978-79  she 
and  Tbby  Bloxam  formed  an  Ad  Hoc  committee 
which  organized  and  directed  the  fight  against 
the  120%  increase  in  crime  that  year.  As  a  result 
of  this  experience,  Virginia  worked  to  create  the 
Special  Committee  for  Crime  Prevention  which 
reports  directly  to  the  board.  From  1979-83  she 
was  the  Financial  Secretary  and  Membership 
Chairperson.  In  that  position  she  organized  the 
recruitment  and  efficient  use  of  volunteers  in 
a  continuing  and  sustained  basis.  She  also  in¬ 
itiated  the  tradition  of  welcoming  new  members 
into  the  organization  with  parties  given  in  their 
honor.  She  has  continued  to  serve  on  THD’s 
Board  of  Directors  since  1983. 

Virginia  has  also  served  on  the  Boards  of  San 
Francisco  Tbmorrow,  The  S.F.  Wisconsin  Alum¬ 
ni  Club  and  the  S.F.  Volunteer  Bureau’s  Career 
Development  Board.  Virginia,  a  friendly  and  ar¬ 
ticulate  woman,  has  refused  to  become  an  idle 
widow. 

She  sums  up  her  unique  contribution  to  THD 
with  a  pertinent  question:  “If  we  didn’t  have 
parties,  dinners  and  other  social  activities  to  go 
along  with  our  serious  goals,  would  THD  be  able 
to  sustain  the  ever-growing  organization  that  it 
has  become?” 

—John  D.  Dolan 


•THE  IN  PLACE  TO  DINE” 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 
989-2580 


San  Francisco’s  Finest  Italian 

Family  Style  Dinner  Restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


GOST  PLUS 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


'Speedy’S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


De  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 

general  contractors 

1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.  94133 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 
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Virginia  (Gina)  Sletteland 


